
6 August 2026

The Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP

Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

London SW1A 2AA

Dear Prime Minister,

Re: The case for accelerating regional devolution to Scotland’s city regions

We write jointly as the Chief Executives of Glasgow Chamber of Commerce and Edinburgh Chamber of

Commerce, first to add our congratulations on your appointment, and second to add our members’ voice

to the growing call for the UK Government to engage directly with Scotland’s city regions on devolution.

You will have received the joint letter of 22 July from Councillor Susan Aitken and Councillor Norman

Hampshire, the chairs of our two city region partnerships. We want you to know that the case they set out

carries the full support of the business communities of both regions.

Our two organisations represent thousands of businesses across Scotland’s Central Belt: an economy

generating some £100 billion of output, home to 3.5 million people, and identified in your Government’s

Modern Industrial Strategy as a core economic corridor. We recognise and welcome the ambition behind

your Government’s devolution agenda for England’s city regions. Greater Manchester’s trailblazer

settlement, and the wider extension of fiscal and decision-making powers to metro mayors, show what is

possible when city regions are trusted with the resources and flexibility to shape their own growth.

Our concern is straightforward: the risk is that ambition will stop at the border.

Glasgow City Region is estimated to underperform by some £7 billion a year against its economic

potential, the largest such gap of any city region in Scotland. The Edinburgh and South East Scotland

Region faces its own acute pressures on housing, transport and skills that regional empowerment could

help address. Neither region lacks the ambition, the partnership working or the institutional capability to

take on greater responsibility: our City Region Deals are among the most established and best delivered

in the UK, built in close collaboration with both governments. What we lack, relative to comparable

English regions, is the depth of fiscal devolution and policy flexibility now being extended south of the

border.

We understand the constitutional position, and we are not writing to ask you to bypass the Scottish

Government. Quite the opposite: both city regions are working closely with the Scottish Government on

its forthcoming enabling legislation, and agreement between your two governments on the direction and

measures of second stage devolution remains the outcome our members would find most compelling. But

funding decisions taken at Westminster, on integrated settlements, on capital allocations and on how such

spending interacts with the Barnett Formula, are inescapably a UK Government matter, and England’s



integrated settlements and major capital programmes have produced no equivalent support for the city

regions of the devolved nations. Business communities in Glasgow and Edinburgh do not experience this

as a technical question of competency; we experience it as a competitive disadvantage. As investment and

talent flow to the city regions with the clearest powers and the most certain funding, Scotland’s two

largest economic centres risk falling behind, to the detriment of the UK economy as a whole.

We would therefore ask that you:

Commit to direct engagement between the UK Government and Scotland’s city regions on funding

and devolution, alongside, and not instead of, the Scottish Government’s own devolution plans;

Extend to Glasgow and Edinburgh the funding mechanisms now offered to English combined

authorities, beginning with pre-selection for multi-annual funding in the next round of the Local

Innovation Partnership Fund, as the two chairs have proposed; and

Meet representatives of our two Chambers, alongside the city region leaderships, ideally at No 10

North, to discuss what a meaningful settlement could look like in practice.

Direct action of this kind would garner significant support from the business community, and business

does not ask it of government empty-handed. Our members are ready to make the case in detail for what

greater devolution could deliver in transport infrastructure, skills provision and innovation investment,

and to organise private investment alongside it; in Glasgow, the National Wealth Fund has already asked

the Chamber to contribute to exactly that work. Edinburgh Chamber is leading the triple helix of

business, academia and local government collaboration for the role Edinburgh will play in driving

economic growth for the Edinburgh and South East Scotland Region and the critical scale-up space,

infrastructure and skills investment needed to optimise potential. We would welcome the opportunity to

make that case directly to you or your ministers.

Yours sincerely,

Stuart Patrick CBE

Chief Executive, Glasgow Chamber of

Commerce

Liz McAreavey

Chief Executive, Edinburgh Chamber of

Commerce

cc: The Rt Hon the Secretary of State for Scotland; John Swinney MSP, First Minister of Scotland; Councillor Susan

Aitken, Chair, Glasgow City Region Cabinet; Councillor Norman Hampshire, Convener, Edinburgh and South East

Scotland City Region Partnership.
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