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SCOTLAND: CREATING THE JOBS OF TOMORROW 

Time Speaker Theme 
Part one  Introduction and scene setting 
10.00-
10.10 

 Welcome and scene-setting 

  Part 1 
Key ideas for creating innovation-led growth 

10.10-10. 
40 

David 
Sainsbury, 
introduced by 
Gordon Brown 

Making Innovation work – clusters of innovation & industry. 
 
Former Science and Innovation Minister Lord Sainsbury of 
Turville will outline how Scotland can build clusters of 
innovation-led growth around key industrial sectors where we 
can excel. 
 

10.40-
11.10 

Michael 
Spence 
& Anton 
Muscatelli 

Perspectives on the international economic environment. 
 
Nobel Prize-winning economist Professor Michael Spence will 
share his perspectives on the economic environment 
Scotland is working within, and how we can leverage our 
advantages. 
 
He will do so in conversation with University of Glasgow’s 
Principal, the economist Sir Anton Muscatelli. 
 

11.10-
11.30 

 BREAK 

  Part 2 
Innovation-led growth in life sciences and technology 
sectors 

11.30-
12.15 

Kate Bingham  Lessons from a lifetime in biotechnology and from the 
vaccines taskforce. 
 
Dame Kate Bingham of SV Health Investors will share her 
unique experience of how government and enterprise can 
respond to an unprecedented challenge, as chair of the UK 
Covid Vaccine Task Force.  
 
 

Kasim Kutay Life sciences investment: the Novo Holdings story. 
 
Kasim Kutay, CEO of Novo Holdings, leads the investment 
foundation of the world’s most valuable pharmaceutical 
company Novo Nordisk.  
 
He will reflect on how lessons for Scotland from his 
experience in life sciences investment, including how 
Denmark has become a hub of life science growth and 
investment.  
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SCOTLAND: CREATING THE JOBS OF TOMORROW 

Time Speaker Theme 
12.15-
13.00 

 Uzma Khan (University of Glasgow Vice-Principal for 
Economic Development and Innovation) will chair a session 
which draws insights from two leading Scottish entrepreneurs 

Jim Rowan Scotland as seen from outside 
 
Jim Rowan will share the international career journey of an 
innovation leader, with personal perspectives on how 
Scotland can succeed as an Innovation nation.  
 
He’ll draw on a career where he has led technological and 
business innovation in enterprises as diverse as Blackberry, 
Dyson and Volvo Cars. 
 

Chris van der 
Kuyl 

Perspective from an innovation entrepreneur in Scotland  
 
Chris van der Kuyl has built 4J Studios into a huge Scottish 
tech success story, including its key role in bringing Minecraft 
to a wide playership 
 
He’ll reflect on his experience as a serial tech entrepreneur, 
and how we can boost Scotland as an innovation-driven 
economy. 
 

13.00-
14.00 

 Lunch break 
 
Exhibitors 

  Part 3: Key policy drivers for innovation-led growth 
14.00-
14.45 

 
UKRI 
 
Saul Klein 
 

Key drivers for innovation and growth: public and private 
sectors 
 
This session will explore how the public and private sectors 
can work to invest in innovation and growth. 
 
UK Research and Innovation are the key public sector funder 
both of research and of its translation into enterprise and 
regional prosperity. A senior UKRI leader will discuss how they 
can contribute. 
Saul Klein is one of the UK’s leading venture capitalists.  He  is 
co-founder and Managing Partner of Phoenix Court, home to 
LocalGlobe, Latitude, Solar and Basecamp venture capital 
funds.  He’s also a key adviser to the UK Government on 
science and technology policy.  He’ll offer his reflections on 
what private investment can do to boost Scotland’s 
innovation-led growth, and how government can crowd it in. 
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Time Speaker Theme 
1500-1515 Dan Turner Our Scottish Future: policy proposals to boost innovation 

 
Political scientist Dan Turner will set out policy proposals for 
how the Scottish and UK Governments can help to boost 
innovation and economic growth in Scotland. 
 

1515- 
1600 

 
Poonam Malik 
(Chair) 

How to policy can enable innovation-driven growth in 
Scotland’s regions: diverse perspectives  
 
Dr Poonam Malik will chair a discussion on how policy can 
support innovation-driven growth.  Dr Mailk is an 
entrepreneurial academic business strategy leader and an 
investor in Innovation, who also serves on the Board of 
Scottish Enterprise and as Convener of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh’s Economy and Enterprise Committee. 
 
Experts bringing their perspectives to the discussion will 
include:  
 

- Dr Susie Mitchell, University of Glasgow, who is 
leading work to create the Glasgow Riverside 
Innovation District. 

- Professor Andrew Morris, Vice-Principal of Data 
Science at the University of Edinburgh, Director of 
Health Data Research UK and President of the 
Academy of Medical Sciences.   

- A leading innovator from a spin-out company 
- Economist Professor Mairi Spowage, Director of the 

Fraser of Allander Institute at the University of 
Strathclyde. 

- Dan Turner, Our Scottish Future. 
 

1600- 
16.30 

 
Douglas 
Alexander 
 
Anas Sarwar 

The political response 
 
Leading politicians will discuss the opportunities and 
challenges identified during the conference: 

• The Rt Hon Douglas Alexander, UK Government 
Minister of State for Trade Policy and Economic 
Security 

• Anas Sarwar, Leader of the Scottish Labour Party 
  
 

16.30  Summing up: closing remarks 
 


